
 

 

Rural Task Force #11 Meeting Minutes 2.16.2016, 9 AM 

EUPRP&DC Offices 

1118 E. Easterday Ave., Sault Ste. Marie, MI   

Task Force Members Present: Dirk Heckman – Mackinac County, Rob Laitinen – Chippewa County, Stan 
Ronquist – Luce County, Vince Bevins – MDOT Superior Region, Charles Moser - EUPTA 
 
Others present – Alicia Krouth – Chippewa County Road Commission, David Deatrick – Chippewa County 
Road Commission, David Rusch – MDOT Newberry TSC via telephone  
  
Meeting called to order at 9:05 AM by Chairman Laitinen. 

Roll Call attendance was taken. All members present. 

Chairman Laitinen asked for any initial public comment. There were none. 

Project discussion 

Manager Ronquist questioned the funding amount in the 2017-2020 RTF#11 spreadsheet as it was not 

showing the carryover balance that Luce Co. has from 2016 in State D funds.  By his calculations an 

additional $55,247 should be remaining in carry-over funds from 2016.  Group reviewed the new 

guidelines that were recently created by the Oversight Committee, but did not see anything about the 

carry-over of funds.  Discussion ensued about funding levels and it was decided that RTF#11 Coordinator 

should request verification from MDOT the exact remaining State D fund balance to add to the 2017 

budget. 

Manager Ronquist reviewed the existing TIP projects from Luce County, as well as projects added to the 

illustrative list.   

Manager Heckman reviewed the existing TIP projects for Mackinac County.  Manager Heckman also 

requested the following two road segments classification be changed to an all-season D route:  

1) St. Ignace Road – a 3 mile segment, from 2 miles west of 3 Mile Road to 5 miles west. 

2) H-40 – 2.5 miles from M-117 easterly to Bridge   

R. Laitinen made a motion to approve re-classifiying the two segments in Mackinac County to D routes.  

It was supported by S. Ronquist and passed with a unanimous vote. 

Chairman Laitinen reviewed the existing TIP projects for Chippewa County.  As Illustrative projects 

pavement markings were added each year, should additional funding become available.  Manager 

Laitinen also informed the group that DeTour Village recently called CCRC about the process and 

inquired on how to add N. Caribou Lake Road/Ontario Street to the TIP.  It was explained to them that 

the process would include a local public meeting at the Village level and developing a project scope and 

proposed cost.  The Village would then need to come to the Road Commission to discuss the details and 



 

 

get the project(s) added to the illustrative list.    Potentially, the Village could get a project added to the 

illustrative list next year. 

Manager Laitinen also requested the following two road segments classification be changed to an all-

season D route:  

1) Townline Road – 5 miles, M-129 west 

2) Curley Lewis Hwy – from Salt Point westerly to M-123 

D. Heckman made a motion to approve re-classifying the two segments in Chippewa County to D routes.  

It was supported by S. Ronquist and passed with a unanimous vote.  

After review of projects for each County, the RTF went into review of the E-file spreadsheet, verifying 

budget amounts and total job costs.  The group agreed that it may be necessary to meet again once 

funding levels were finalized. 

R. Laitinen made a motion to approve the RTF#11 2017-2020 Spreadsheet contingent upon verification 

of beginning balance of State D carry-over.  C. Moser supported the motion.  It was approved with a 

unanimous vote.    

Manager Ronquist moved to adjourn the RTF #11 February meeting at 11:00 am, C. Moser seconded. All 

in favor. Motion passed, meeting adjourned. 


